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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sara Goldhawk, Chair
David Granville, Vice Chair
Darlene Knutsen, Secretary

Pamela Rose Mangus, Treasurer

Kelly Bova, Kevin Deese, Daniel Lendzian, Kim Piazza,
John Pirrone, Kathleen Rooney, Lawrence Singer, Marilyn Singer,
Michael Starzynski, Todd Warfield

ADVISORY BOARD
Marilyn Ciancio, Mary E. Craig, Nancy Gacioch,
Terry Kazmierczak, Katherine Lucas,

O’CONNELL & COMPANY PRODUCTIONS INC.

Executive Artistic Director..................... Mary Kate O'Connell
Managing DireCtor.......c.ooviviiiiiiiccceeeen Joey Bucheker
Master Carpenter......co.v i Bill Baldwin
Digital Marketing........cooiiieiceeeeee, Jessica Marinelli
Education DiIreCtor.......ccoveviviiiiiiiieeieee, Daniel Lendzian
Photographer.....co i, Kelly Bova

Volunteer Coordinators...Mary Ellen Lutz and Mary Ellen Puleri

Just Say
Cheesecake!

106 Webster Street
North Tonawanda, NY

www.justsaycheesecakecafe.com
716-833-7233

The Official Cheesecake of Golden Girls Buffalo



O’Connell & Company Productions, Inc.

proudly presents
GRUMPY OLD MEN
The Musical
Book by Music by Lyrics by

DAN REMMES NEIL BERG NICK MEGLIN

Adapted from the Warner Bros. motion picture written by
MARK STEVEN JOHNSON

Additional orchestrations by PHIL RENO

starring

MICHAEL STARZYNSKI MICHAEL J. GALANTE
ANNE DEFAZzIO

also starring

CHRISTOPHER ANDREANA SARA KOVACSI
JOHN KREUZER PAMELA ROSE MANGUS

MARY KATE O’CONNELL CHRISTOPHER WAGNER
With

MERRICK ALLEN HEATHER CASSERI JASON FRANCEY
TAYLOR LEE HALL ROBERT MCKNIGHT
ALEXANDRA GRACE NOWAK EMORY REDFEARN BRYAN SHARRY

Scenic Design by Costume Design by Lighting Design by
DAVID BUTLER ELAINE HECKLER JAY MARKS

Stage Manager Properties by
ALLEY GRIFFIN MATT MOGENSEN

Musical Direction by Choreographed by
NATHANIAL HIGGINS TERRI FILIPS VAUGHAN

Directed by
STEVE VAUGHAN




A Message from Executive/Artistic Director...

The pandemic certainly took it’s toll on the arts but O'Connell &
Company is proud to say we made it through, we're moving
forward, and we are here to celebrate this special season with you.
This 2023-2024 season we bring you something for everyone! It's
time to celebrate! From off Broadway hits to Broadway
blockbusters, and from Regional Premiers to Musical Theater
legends, and from original shows to exciting and creative programs.
We also celebrate our new home at 4110 Bailey Ave. We thank all
those who helped make this possible including - The Town of
Ambherst, our sponsors and donors, The OC&C Board of Directors,
volunteers, artists, Friends of OC&C and you, our treasured
audience and supporters.

Welcome to the Celebration! Thank you for choosing O’'Connell &
Company!

Mary Kate O’Connell
Executive/Artistic Director

0’Connell & Company “In Memoriam”
“The best things in life come in threes. Friends, dreams and memories.”

These special friends helped make our dream come true & will
always have a very special place in our memory...

Gabrielle Burton, John Buscaglia, Jeanne Cairns, Joan Calkin, Dr.
Sebastian G. Ciancio, D.D.S., Rosalie Ciminelli, Roz Cramer, Saul
Davidson, Marcy Dandes, Denise English, Marc-Jon Filippone, JR
Finan, Timothy Finnegan Neil E. Garvey, Esq., Joey Giambra, jimmie
gilliam, Sharon Goldhawk, Jack Greenan, Bill Greiner, Carol Greiner,
Don Gwitt, Richard Hummert, Vince lllos, Don Jenczka, Bess Brown
Kregal, Mary Ann Kresse, Robert J. Kresse, Esq., Art Leeming, Mary
Loftus, Dr. Gerard Mosey, Joe Natale, Beatrice E. O’Connell,
Maureen A. O’Connell, Patti O’Connell Cooke, G. Daniel O’Connell,
Paul O’Hern, Ellen Opiela, Jenn Orr, Hallie O’Shea, Tess Spangler,
Sharon Strait, Ron Swick, Elaine Todd, Michael Tosha, Jeff Venuti,
Tim White, Tom Zindle




CAST

John Gustafson.................. MICHAEL STARZYNSKI
Max Goldman..................... MICHAEL J. GALANTE
Ariel TruaX.....coeeeiiiiiiii v, ANNE DeFAZIO
Jacob Goldman................ CHRISTOPHER WAGNER
Melanie Norton...............c...ccouueee, SARA KOVACSI
Sandra Snyder................ PAMELA ROSE MANGUS
Grandpa Gustafson........................ JOHN KREUZER
Chuck Barrels.............. CHRISTOPHER ANDREANA
Punky Olander................. MARY KATE O’'CONNELL
Harry.. ..o MERRICK ALLEN
TiM. JASON FRANCEY
] < HEATHER CASSERI
Stan...o BRYAN SHARRY
Fran.....ccoooii TAYLOR LEE HALL
Karla......coooiviiiiii i EMORY REDFEARN
BO. ROBERT McKNIGHT
o ALEXANDRA GRACE NOWAK
CREATIVE TEAM
DireCtor......cccoviiiiiii STEVE VAUGHAN
Musical Director..................... NATHANIAL HIGGINS
Choreographer.................. TERRI FILIPS VAUGHAN
Stage Manager...........coceeeeiiinennnne. ALLEY GRIFFIN
Scenic Designer.......c.ocvvviiiiiiiinnenes DAVID BUTLER
Costume Designer............ccccc...... ELAINE HECKLER
Lighting Designer............ccooeviiiiieievennne. JAY MARKS

Prop Designer..........ccooveiiienenn. MATT MOGENSEN




MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE
Wabasha...........cooomniiiii e The Townspeople
WaytoGo.........coovvniiiiiiiiiii, Max, John, Grandpa, Chuck
Wabasha #1..........coooo e The Townspeople
Heat Wave. ... Avriel
I Like the Way Things Are....................... John, Max, Melanie, Jacob
When No One’s Around...................cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s John
Wabasha #2.............ooneeeeeeeeeieiaaaaaa The Townspeople
Your Own Home............................. Punky, Chuck, Ariel, Karla, Unis
Life is All About Livin’.................................... Grandpa, Harry, Stan
Parents and Paradise.....................c.c..c.coiennn. Jacob and Melanie
Snyder Comes Along...................cccccoeiinennn. Snyder and her Minions
ANANGEL........ o Chuck
Opportunity Knocks...............ccccccceeenen.. John, Max, and Company
Intermission
ACT TWO
Opportunity Knocks (Reprise)............................ The Townspeople
InLike FIYNn..............oo e Max
An Angel (REPIiSE)...........covuiuiiiiiiii e John
Your Own Home (Reprise).................ccceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianannnn, Punky
The Mirror Lies.............ccc.cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Ariel and John
Snyder Comes Along (Reprise)............................. Max and Snyder
When No One’s Around (Reprise)........................ The Townspeople
Wabasha #3...........covvieeiieieiiieiiiaiaaa The Townspeople
Family or Friend...................c..coiiiiiii Max
Wabasha #4............cooeeeeieieieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiaann, The Townspeople

Best Man............ e Company



Who's Who

MICHAEL STARZYNSKI (John) previous credits include: The Addams
Family, The Broadway Christmas Carol, Nunsense A-Men, Buffalo
Quickies (2016 ARTIE BEST ENSEMBLE OF A PLAY), and Urinetown -
The Musical! (2017 ARTIE BEST PRODUCTION OF A MUSICAL).
Michael appeared in the Regional Premiere of Bright Star with Aurora
Players and sixteen seasons of the Buffalo Quickies at the Alleyway
Theatre. He was last seen in BUA's production of A Great Wilderness
and Nuncrackers with O’Connell & Company. He teaches second grade
and encourages you to: Support the Arts in Education - You never
know what hidden talent is just waiting to be discovered!

MICHAEL J. GALANTE (Max) most recently directed O'Connell and
Company's Nuncrackers and now returns to the stage where he has
been seen in La Cage Aux Folles, Sunset Boulevard, The Addams
Family Musical, Damn Yankees (Artie nomination for Joe Boyd), and
Working, the Musical. He also recently directed The Play That Goes
Wrong at the Kavinoky Theater and John and Jen at the Taylor Theater.
He thanks his wife Shari and kids Kaitlyn and Patrick for their love and
support.

ANNE DeFAZIO (Ariel) is excited to be back on stage with O’Connell &
Company. Recently she’s been seen in Showtune (Woman 2) at
MusicalFare and Sister Act (Sister Mary Lazarus/Joey) for Starring
Buffalo. Other favorite Buffalo theatre credits include: Network (Louise)
with Kavinoky Theatre, The Secret Garden (Mrs. Medlock) with Second
Generation, Hairspray (Prudy Pingleton/Prison Matron) with Kavinoky
Theatre and, 7776 (Thomas Jefferson) with Connell & Company. Thank
you to Michael, Samantha, and Charlotte for their love and support.

CHRISTOPHER ANDREANA (Tim) Is happy to be back at O’Connell &
Company. Christopher has been seen in numerous productions in WNY
and has been fortunate enough to work with Musicalfare, Second
Generation, Subversive Theater, ART, Rocking Horse, Lancaster Opera
house and NRTG. Christopher holds a BFA in musical theater from UB.
He would like to thank his family, Friends and mentors for their love and
support.

SARA KOVACSI (Melanie) is a regular at O’Connell & Company, she
was most recently seen in last season’s production of The Addams
Family (Grandma). Favorite performances with O’Connell & Company
include the Artie-Award winning 7776 (Wilson), Damn Yankees (Doris),
and /t Shoulda Been You (Jenny) for which she received an Artie
Nomination for Outstanding Actress in a Musical. She wants to thank
Alan for all that he does—but especially for taking care of Will and Eliza
every night for a month so she could go to rehearsal.



Who's Who

JOHN KREUZER (Grandpa Gustafson) is back! You have seen him on
the O'Connell & Company stage in La Cage Aux Folles, Wicket, ART,
and Young Frankenstein (Artie Nominee - Supporting Actor in a
Musical). He has appeared on many local stages as an actor, vocalist,
and improviser for over 30 years. Much love and thanks to the "Kreuzer
Dynasty" for their support, encouragement, and inspiration.

PAMELA ROSE MANGUS (Snyder) has performed throughout WNY
for many years and has been honored with multiple Artie Awards for
her endeavors. Recent productions: Anne of Green Gables (Marilla)
with TOY, The Convent (Mother Abbess) with Brazen Faced Varlets,
Romeo and Juliet (Nurse) with Shakespeare in Delaware Park. Some
past favorites: The Mai (Grandma Fraochlan) with ICTC, Cabaret
(Fraulein Schneider) with Second Generation Theatre, 1776 (John
Adams) with O’Connell & Company and The Merry Wives of Windsor
(Falstaff) with Shakespeare in Delaware Park. Coming up: Oklahoma!
with O'Connell & Company.

MARY KATE O'CONNELL (Punky) always enjoys performing with
O'Connell & Company! Recent productions include A Big Band
Christmas, Sunset Boulevard, La Cage Aux Folles, and Nuncrackers.
And now it's time for some Grumpy fun! She thanks her wonderful
circle of supportive friends and Rosy, the Wonder Dog!

CHRISTOPHER WAGNER (Jacob) is thrilled to be performing again
with O'Connell & Company. He was most recently seen on the Shea's
710 stage in O'Connell & Company's Plaid Tidings (Jinx). Christopher is
an active vocalist in Western New York, performing with Buffalo Opera
Unlimited, Harmonia Chamber Singers, and was a chorister in the
Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus' 2020 Grammy Award-Winning recording.
He thanks his family and his partner, Dillon, for all of their constant
support.

MERRICK ALLEN (Harry) is thrilled to be on the O’Connel & Company
stage for the first time! He graduated SUNY Fredonia with a BFA in
musical theatre and was seen recently at the Lancaster Opera House in
Grand Horizons (Brian), Clue (Mr.Body), The Sound of Music (Rolf), and
Man of LaMancha (Padre). College credits include The Wild Party
(Burrs), and Small Mouth Sounds (Rodney). Special thanks to Lauren
for her constant love and support.



Who's Who

HEATHER CASSERI (Unis) is thrilled to be returning to the O’Connell &
Company stage, having previously appeared in Reefer Madness (Sally),
Sunset Boulevard (Betty Schaefer) and 1776 the Musical (Martha
Jefferson). Favorite credits include: You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown
(Sally) at Theatre of Youth, Rent (Maureen) with Bellissima Productions,
As You Like It (Audrey) at Shakespeare in Delaware Park. Heather has
a BFA in Theatre Performance from Niagara University. She thanks her
family and friends for their love and support.

JASON FRANCEY (Tim) is thrilled to be back at O’Connell & Company!
Last seen on the O’Connell & Company stage in The Golden Girls the
Lost Episodes Vol 4. He holds a BA in Theatre from SUNY Potsdam and
is an MFA candidate in Theatre Arts at the University of Idaho. His
previous local acting credits include The Buffalo Quickies (Various) at
Alleyway Theatre, Twelfth Night (Sir Andrew) at Inclusive Theatre of
WNY, and Rehearsal for Murder (Ernie) at the Lancaster Opera House.

TAYLOR LEE HALL (Fran) is thrilled to be making her O’Connell &
Company debut! Past favorite roles include Marcy in Dogfight and Lily
in Brace For Impact (Artie Nomination for Best New Play) with
Bellissima Productions, and Jenny in The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
and Everybody in Everybody at The University at Buffalo. She
graduated with a BFA in Theatre Performance from the University at
Buffalo. She would like to thank her friends, family, and partner Michael
for their constant love and support!

ROBERT McKNIGHT (Bo) is beyond excited to be a part of this
production! He is a recent graduate from the University at Buffalo,
where he received a BFA in Musical Theater. His most recent credits
include Ensemble in, Reefer Madness, Smudge in Plaid Tidings:
Forever Plaid, Oliver in The Music Man, and Olive's Dad in 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee. Some of his favorite past roles include
Hysterium in A Funny Thing Happened On the Way To the Forum, and
The White Rabbit in Alice. He would like to give a special thanks to his
family - mom, dad, Brian, and Catherine - for their endless support and
love. He would also like to thank everybody for taking the time out of
their days to come and support our production, and he hopes you all
enjoy the show!



Who's Who

ALEXANDRA GRACE NOWAK (Lo) is thrilled to be back with
O’Connell & Company after just appearing in Reefer Madness at the
Shea’s Smith Theatre. She holds a BA in Theatre Performance &
Business Management from Marymount Manhattan College. Most
notable performances include Matilda (Miss Honey), Chicago (Hunyak),
42nd Street (Ensemble), and the Buffalo 48 hour Film Festival. Many
thanks to her Family, boyfriend, and mentors for all their love and
support. AlexandraGraceNowak.com

EMORY REDFEARN (Karla) is pumped to be back with O’Connell &
Company having previously appeared in A Chorus Line (Maggie) and
The Addams Family. Recent credits include You’re a Good Man Charlie
Brown (Lucy), Something Rotten (Bea), and Drunk Wizard of Oz
(Dorothy). They hold a BFA in Music Theatre from the University at
Buffalo. She thanks her friends and family for their support.

BRYAN SHARRY (Stan) is happy to make his return to the O’Connell &
Company stage after previously performing in Chicago (Fred Casely)
and The Golden Girls: The Lost Episodes- Vol. 4 (Sylvia Martinelli). He
would like to thank his friends and family for their ongoing support and
encouragement.

GRUMPY OLD MEN: THE MUSICAL

is presented through special arrangement with and all
authorized performance materials are supplied by

Theatrical Rights Worldwide

1180 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 640
New York, NY 10036

www.theatricalrights.com



This Production is made possible in part by

Brian Kulpa, Town Supervisor

The Margaret 1. Wendt Foundation
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Mark Poloncarz, County Executive

Jeanne Vinal, County Legislator



Friend’s of O’Connell & Company

DIAMOND ($1000+)
Donna Case - Marilyn Ciancio - Kim Piazza

SAPPHIRE ($500-5999)
Theresa Kazmierczak - Joyce Knoll - Robert &

-In Memory of Earl J. Kunz - Maureen A.
O'Connell - Arlinda Marrano

RUBY ($350-$499)
Joey Bucheker - Valerie Warren

EMERALD ($175-$349)

Anonymous - Patricia Barry - John & Candice
Frawley - Ellen Goldstein -Susan Grelick - Geraldine
Grossman - Peter Hall - Anne Jacobi White - Joelle
Logue -Pamela Rose Mangus - Matthew Mogensen

-Don & Robin Needham - MaryLesa O'Connor -
Virginia Oehler - Roger Parris & Michael Longo -
Darleen Pickering Hummert - Bill Schmidt

AMETHYST ($50-$174) Sarah Ambrus - Dale Anderson -
Alan Bedenko - Toni Battaglia Brylinski - Lisa Bloch Rodwin
-Jocelyn Bos - Susana Breese -Karen Cassidy - Jade
Chen -Norman Clerk - JoAnne Cobler - Anthony & Linda
Conte - Paulette Crooke - Annie DiFazio - Roberta
Diramio - Josie DiVincaenzo - Marianne Dunn - Alison
Faller - Jennifer Foti - Kristin Gelia - Gary Glor - Sara
Goldhawk - Helga Gregory - Jane F. Griffin - Lee Mary
Gunert - Stanton Hudson Jr. - Marie Hyrick Cobado -
Dorothy Johnston - Emily Kimmel Plotkin - Susan King -
Darlene Knutsen - Sara Kovdacsi Rizzo - Lynn Marinelli -
Kathleen Masiello - Jon May - Mary Moebius - Erhard
Moosmann - Mary Ann Moriarity - Ellen Munroe -



AMETHYST continued Kelli Natale - Bridget O'Connell -
Thomas O'Connell - Kelly O'Hara - Donna D. Owen -
Julianne Panty - Kim Piazza - Bonnie & Charlie Pritchard
- Jayne Rand - Elizabeth Reiser - Phil Salemi - Paftricia
Schafer - Susan Schwartz - Susan B. Shaw - Carol Sinatra
Wrzosek - Bill Smith - Mary Smyth - Lisa Stephens - Elaine
Todd - Susan Toomey - Theresa Tucholski - Roger Van
Dette - SJ Vanich - Susan Warren - Peggy Wierzbicki -
Janet Wisbaum - Jean Wood - Priscilla Young - JoOAnne
Wrzosek Zagora - Amy Zeller

PEARL ($1-$49) Christina Abt - Brenda Alesii - Evelyn Balcom-
Zupo - Valerie Bartkowiak - Stephanie Bax - Kristin Bentley -
Sheryl Blanchard - Susan Boyd Joyce - Judy Cameron -
Wendy Cameron - Kathy Capriotto - Charlene Celano -
Michael Ciesiulka - Diana Cihak - Joe Cleary - Linda Costa -
Dr. Sharon Cramer - Linda Culligan - lan Danic - Barbara
Delenkitis - Diane DiBernaido - Lea DiCenso - Colleen DiPirro -
Thomas Durham - Carima El-Behairy - Marie Evans

Roseanne Faraci - Gloria Favata Kunz - Anna Kay France -
Julia Gary-Victoria - Sandra Geary - Linda Gellman - Sandra
Gilliam - Catherine Greene - Richard Greenerg - Jordana
Halpern - Judy Hatrick - Amanda Hooge - Bobby Jones -
Carol Joyce - Ellen Kaminsky - Sheila K. Keefe - Katherine
Kenwell Cich - Susan King - Melanie Kloja - Mary Ann
Kowalski - Phyliss Krull Philips - Celine Krzan - Nancy Lama -
Richard Lambert - Maria Lehman - Daniel Lendzian - Mary
Pat Littlefield - Kyle LoConti - Bill Lovern - Katherine Lucas -
Shelia McCarthy - Bob Madden - Jessica Marinelli - Cara
Matteliano - Janet Mattar - Robert Mazierski - Thomas Nablo -
Kristin Nola Conti - Marie Olczak - Jenn Orr - Kristina Ozinek -
Peter Palmisano - Roger Paolini - Russ Papia - Nancy
Pascarelli - Mary Jo Pfeiffer - Sharon Plotkin - Robert
Pokornowski - Barbara Rock - Wendy Salzmann - Larry Scheur
- Sara Schumacher Marks - Thomas Siskar - Jeanne Slough -
Karen Spaulding - Bill & Kathy Stachewicz - Carol-Sue
Stapleton - Michichael Starzynski - Andrew Ursitti - Bobbie
Vishner - Therese Vita - Patrick Walh - Susan M. Wilson - Sally
Wolfersberger Fitzgerald - Linda Wrazen - David Wysocki -



JoAnne Cobler, MD | Cardiology

Helping Heart Disease
Exit Stage Left

With a dedicated practice at Buffalo Medical Group focused
on women'’s health, cardiologist Dr. JoAnne Cobler knows
the effects of heart disease well. She works with adult
patients of all ages every day to understand, prevent and treat
cardiovascular issues. When she’s not taking the stage in
DIVA by DIVA: A Celebration of Women, she's helping them
take a stand against heart disease.

Schedule an appointment with Dr. Cobler today.
Call 716.630.1146.

BUFFALOMEDICALGROUP.COM 88 Buffalo Medical Group

Treating people well.



Miller Piano Service

owned and operated by Thomas Miller
Serving all of WNY and beyond since 1982.
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Thomas Miller has over 25 years of
experience as a qualified piano
technician, providing the knowledge
to help with all of your piano needs.

Call us today for Expert Piano Tuning, Repairs,
Restorations, Piano Moving Services and
Reconditioned Piano Sales.

We are proud to be the exclusive Piano
Service for O'Connell & Company.

www.millerpianoservice.com
phone : 716.625.8577
email: tuneithow@yahoo.com
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